FREE PRINTABLE STUDY GUIDE

112 N5 Kanji
for Self-Study

LEARN CHARACTERS INSIDE REAL WORDS

Useful words, kana, romaji and simple English meanings

for absolute beginners.

DAY STUDY REST

day / sun study rest

nihon - mainichi gakusei - gakkou yasumu - kyuujitsu

Start with 20. Learn 8 a day. Review gently.

Includes 112 kanji - 2 useful words each - 3 dialogues - word families - 14-day tracker

&
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Learn kanji inside real words

START HERE

A single kanji can have several readings. You do not need to memorize them all on day one. Learn the two useful
words on each card, notice how the kanji sounds inside those words, and meet it again later.

01

shape.

02

Look at the kanji.

Start with the simple English meaning and recognize the

Read it inside words.

Focus on the kana and complete word rather than an
isolated reading list.

03

Come back after a gap.

Cover the kana, try to recall one word, then check.

rest

1*& ’Pa‘t} godan verb

yasumu - to rest

#*H E»>5L>
kyuujitsu - day off / holiday

Why can one kanji sound different? Japanese kanji often have more than one reading. That is why this guide keeps readings
attached to real words, where the pronunciation becomes useful and memorable.

Start here: the first 20 kanji I'd learn

one two

~

below mountain
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—_—a
—_—
—_—

three

I

river

H

day

7K

water

H

month

K

fire

A

person

)

see

Learn 5 at a time. Review before adding more.

RI|/DIH] L

big small middle above

17 B | & F

go eat drink study
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Numbers

NUMBERS
e onhe

—2 V&2

hitotsu - one thing

—A U&b

hitori - one person

NUMBERS

} L four

M2 &-2
yottsu - four things

B &oh»
yokka - the 4th / four days

NUMBERS

‘l seven

2 #Ho
nanatsu - seven things

+A Lsh2
shichigatsu - July

NUMBERS

+ ten

+ w5

juu - ten

+8 &sh

tooka - the 10th / ten days

NUMBERS

& Counting

NUMBERS
two

:'D »S\TCO
futatsu - two things
:A RSy = D

futari - two people

NUMBERS
T

HD Lwoo

itsutsu - five things

HR CH2

gogatsu - May

NUMBERS
/ \ eight

I\D %22

yattsu - eight things

AR &5H

youka - the 8th / eight days

NUMBERS
E hundred
BA U%<zA

hyakuen' - 100 yen

=H 3AU»®L

sanbyaku - three hundred

E ten thousand

—AM WEFEAXA
ichiman'en' - 10,000 yen

BA Ue<FA

hyakuman' - one million

QUICK REVIEW

NUMBERS
— three
.

=D #9272

mittsu - three things

=A ShlchA

sannin - three people

NUMBERS

—I. .
/ \ six

ND LoD
muttsu - six things

"B Tu
muika - the 6th / six days

NUMBERS

j—L nine

Ao oo

kokonotsu - nine things

hB <Ho

kugatsu - September

NUMBERS

:FA thousand

FH tAZA

sen'en' - 1,000 yen

=F SAtA

sanzen' - three thousand

Pick two kanji and make a tiny word family around each one.

Small returns beat one perfect session.
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Numbers + Time & Calendar

NUMBERS
37
/fEI hundred million
JD

—f8 W55<

ichioku - 100 million

+E Cw58<

juuoku - one billion

NUMBERS

é\ all; whole

25 TAR

zenbu - all / everything

28 FALA

zen'in' - everyone / all members

TIME

N\
:[ ’:'%I week

S8 CALwS

konshuu - this week

KB 5Vl

raishuu - next week

TIME

H# time; hour
Ak AL

nanji - what time

—B WL

ichiji - one o'clock

TIME
tl: noon

Fai CHEA

gozen' - a.m. / morning

Fg oo

gogo - p.m. / afternoon
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NUMBERS
I yen; circle
BA U»<XA

hyakuen' - 100 yen

A xA

en'-yen / circle

NUMBERS

/f EJ what; how many

faBF AL

nanji - what time

A BAICA

nannin' - how many people

TIME

H month; moon

BEH 245U
getsuyoubi - Monday

SH CAlF2

kongetsu - this month

TIME

FEﬁ interval; space

B5f ChA

jikan' - time / hours

—Ef WoLlw3hA

isshuukan' - one week

QUICK REVIEW

NUMBERS

ML half

—a

H5 BARA
hanbun' - half

—B5E WELIRA
ichijihan' - 1:30 / half past one

TIME

EI day; sun

B KA

nihon - Japan

#h zwics

mainichi - every day

TIME

45':_‘: year

S8 kL

kotoshi - this year

RE 5VhA

rainen' - next year

§j\ minute; part

A5 A A

gofun' - five minutes

5 BASA
hanbun' - half

Review yesterday's cards before adding more new ones.

Small returns beat one perfect session.
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Time + People & Family

TIME

ﬁﬁ before; front

&E] BEZ

namae - name

BRAT S FZ
ekimae - in front of the station

TIME

5% previous; ahead

KE AL

sensei - teacher

%R tALwS

senshuu - last week

PEOPLE

A person

A DL

hito - person

BAEA KiZALA

nihonjin - Japanese person

PEOPLE

% child

F#H e

kodomo - child

BOF sronc

otokonoko - boy

PEOPLE

ﬁ friend

& cbics

tomodachi - friend

‘A ®5CA

yuujin' - friend (formal)
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TIME

,T(ﬁ after; behind

F#& CC

gogo - p.m. / afternoon

#%T HLT

atode - later

TIME

—_——a

M/ come; next
N

k3 <3

kuru - to come

XA s5LiIF>

raigetsu - next month

PEOPLE

EEI man; maile
55 : mal

BOA vk

otokonohito - man

BOF o

otokonoko - boy

PEOPLE

~N
g[: mother

7 131

haha - my mother

BT A BHHTA

okaasan' - mother (polite)

QUICK REVIEW

irregular verb

S nE

ima - now

$H &5
kyou - today

TIME

@ every

#h xwics

mainichi - every day

B £VlewS

maishuu - every week

PEOPLE

ﬁ woman; female

DA BALDVL

onnanohito - woman

TDF BABDC

onnanoko - girl

PEOPLE

AN

)L father
X 55
chichi - my father
BERXEA Br52A

otousan' - father (polite)

Cover the kana. Can you recall one complete word from each

card?

Small returns beat one perfect session.



School, Language & Daily Words

% study; learning

F4E <V

gakusei - student

2R o5
gakkou - school

DAILY
ag language; word

B&SE IKiEAC

nihongo - Japanese language

WEE AVC
eigo - English language

DAILY

/= siri .
pirit; feeling
X\

iﬁ lfﬁl 3 na-adjective

genki - well / energetic

X& TAE

tenki - weather

DAILY

' 'j_:l‘ shop; store

& #¢

mise - shop / store

BZEE 53 ThA

kissaten' - coffee shop

DAILY

}_:EI foot; leg

B &L

ashi - foot / leg

AR #FHL
migiashi - right foot / leg

112 N5 Kanji for Self-Study - Rachel with Al

DAILY

I.
*5& school

2R o5
gakkou - school

B 525
koukou - high school

DAILY

% name

&E] BEZ

namae - name

ﬁ% "J’ 5 U) l:‘ na-adjective

yuumei - famous

DAILY

[

[EE| car; vehicle

[ —a

B <3%

kuruma - car

EHE TAL®

densha - train

DAILY

H ear

B &

mimi - ear

BEH #EHeH

migimimi - right ear

QUICK REVIEW

DAILY

ZIS book; origin

& FA

hon' - book

B iKiEA

nihon - Japan

DAILY

H=  life; birth

—1 _a

24 H<CEV

gakusei - student

Iih% 5 ihé ichidan verb

umareru - to be born

DAILY

g electricity

il

BH TAl®

densha - train

B/EE TAD

denwa - telephone

DAILY

— hand

il

F<

te - hand

FiE TH'H

tegami - letter

Circle three kanji you want to meet again tomorrow.

Small returns beat one perfect session.
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School + Places & Directions

DAILY

H

=)

me - eye

Boa) HnFEz

menomae - right in front of you

PLACES

N

Jé road; way
B &5
michi - road / way

B 53

douro - road

PLACES

I k I inside
(o]

BHR Lekw

shanai - inside a train / car

ER c<Hw

kokunai - domestic / within the country

PLACES

E right

B »F
migi - right

BF #ET

migite - right hand

QUICK REVIEW

DAILY

I:l mouth; opening

a<s

kuchi - mouth

A wb¢s

iriguchi - entrance

PLACES

EE country

E <ic

kuni - country

HNE Hunc<

gaikoku - foreign country

PLACES

l: above; up

5%

ue - above / on top

J:¥ L& 53‘ na-adjective

jouzu - good at / skillful

PLACES

JE e

i UED
hidari - left

EF urEdT
hidarite - left hand

Read five words aloud, then check the kana only after you try.

Small returns beat one perfect session.
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PLACES

%R station
)

ER z&
eki - station

ERal &%=
ekimae - in front of the station

PLACES

y* outside

P R

soto - outside

HE Hunc<

gaikoku - foreign country

PLACES
F below; down

TF Lz

shita - below / under

-F¥ A= na-adjective

heta - not good at / unskilled

PLACES

1]  middie; inside

th %

naka - inside / middle

hE 5952<

chuugoku - China
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Places + Nature & Everyday Life

PLACES

;“: north

it &£
kita - north

0 s7-¢5

kitaguchi - north exit

PLACES

F:ﬁ south

[

minami - south

B0 #4&<5

minamiguchi - south exit

NATURE

d( fire

X0

hi - fire

KEEH D&S5T

kayoubi - Tuesday

NATURE
/\ old; mone
B& shh
okane - money

®ER SALST
kin'youbi - Friday

QUICK REVIEW

Pick two kanji and make a tiny word family around each one.

Small returns beat one perfect session.
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PLACES

@ west

i

nishi - west

O icL<s

nishiguchi - west exit

PLACES

',:':Il exit; go out

HA Tt<s

deguchi - exit

H3 T3

deru - to leave / go out

NATURE

7J\< water

X &9

mizu - water

KR TLW&5T
suiyoubi - Wednesday

NATURE

earth; soil

+ o5

tsuchi - earth / soil

THR £&5U

doyoubi - Saturday

ichidan verb

PLACES

o

B UHL

higashi - east

RWRE 5%&5
toukyou - Tokyo

PLACES

)\ enter; putin

AQ wb¢s

iriguchi - entrance

Aé IFWn3 godan verb

hairu - to enter

NATURE

7|§ tree; wood

X =

ki - tree / wood

AER £<&5T
mokuyoubi - Thursday

NATURE

‘1@ sea
B S

umi - sea

BN hpudn

kaigai - overseas
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Nature + Everyday Actions

NATURE NATURE
} I I river I | I mountain
)| o 1Tk S
kawa - river yama - mountain
NI BHD Bt sLza
ogawa - stream fujisan' - Mt. Fuji
NATURE NATURE
3{ heaven; sky 7[8 sky; empty
xR ThE xzs5
tenki - weather sora - sky
o
X Th EEISCS
ten' - sky / heaven kuukou - airport
NATURE NATURE
N rain == snow
RN =5
o
[55REL) ek
ame - rain yuki - snow
KR 658 KE 550F
ooame - heavy rain ooyuki - heavy snow
NATURE ACTIONS
(@)
,ﬁ' wind; style E‘ see; look
B »e R% #3
kaze - wind miru - to see / watch
B =Wa5 RE3 4¢3
taifuu - typhoon miseru - to show
o

QUICK REVIEW

Review yesterday's cards before adding more new ones.

Small returns beat one perfect session.
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ichidan verb

ichidan verb

NATURE

:TI_E flower

1t 3%

hana - flower

TEX 3BT

hanabi - fireworks

NATURE
H% clear; sunny

fEh izh

hare - sunny weather

iBha 1ins

hareru - to clear up

NATURE

I
b

=== cloud

E<3®

kumo - cloud

RE HF<H

amagumo - rain cloud

ACTIONS

F‘Eﬁ hear; ask

< &<

kiku - to listen / hear / ask

R LASA

shinbun' - newspaper

ichidan verb

godan verb
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Everyday Actions & Descriptions

ACTIONS
% write

% ( < godan verb
kaku - to write

HECL

jisho - dictionary

ACTIONS

== read

)
EJFT.t S godan verb

yomu - to read

=t
L

mE <L

dokusho - reading

ACTIONS

ﬁ eat; food

ﬁ’\‘é 72&5 ichidan verb

taberu - to eat

BE Ls<L

shokuji - meal

ACTIONS
A meet
N

‘%‘ 5 H>5 godan verb
au - to meet

a2t Pule

kaisha - company

QUICK REVIEW

ACTIONS

say

alll

%5 ws godan verb

iu - to say

SE i

kotoba - word / language

ACTIONS

,Tﬁ: go; conduct

1‘} ( wn< godan verb
iku - to go

$RIT FACS
ginkou - bank

ACTIONS

o

ﬁkt DL godan verb

nomu - to drink

BRHM DHHD

nomimono - drink / beverage

ACTIONS
% many; much

§ Ly HFHEL i-adjective

ooi - many / much

249 I-3A

tabun' - probably

Cover the kana. Can you recall one complete word from each card?

Small returns beat one perfect session.
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ACTIONS

E‘E talk; story
H

Y BRT

hanasu - to speak / talk

B/EE TAD

denwa - telephone

ACTIONS

-

B bw
N

B85 »5

kau - to buy

B hrubo

kaimono - shopping

ACTIONS

,ﬁq rest

*he 70

yasumu - to rest

#A8 Ew5Lo
kyuujitsu - day off / holiday

ACTIONS
/}\ few; little

PL FCL

sukoshi - a little

DIV T<BW

sukunai - few / not much

godan verb
godan verb
o
godan verb
i-adjective
o
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Everyday Actions & Descriptions

ACTIONS
E‘ old
EL‘ ;3\% l'\ i-adjective
furui - old
thiy 5952
chuuko - secondhand / used
ACTIONS
/J AN small
lj\é W BT i-adjective
chiisai - small
o
INERR L&S5HoCS5
shougakkou - elementary school
ACTIONS
N
II)—FE far
o
EL\ bt 1A i-adjective
tooi - far
BE 2AZ<
ensoku - school excursion / field trip
ACTIONS
@)
black
PARNY
%L\ <AL i-adjective
kuroi - black
ik c<iEA
kokuban' - blackboard
o

QUICK REVIEW

ACTIONS
_‘L
ﬂ_{[ﬁ new
%ﬁ Lo L\ 57: 5 L, (A i-adjective

atarashii - new

R LASA

shinbun' - newspaper

ACTIONS
E long; leader
E‘l‘ tdzﬁ\ L i-adjective
nagai - long
BR 355

kouchou - school principal

ACTIONS

3& hear

5& W 5 Hun i-adjective

chikai - near

L Bh<

chikaku - nearby

ACTIONS
—_—i A
= high; expensive
=]

-I%- ‘:‘ TCh\L‘ i-adjective

takai - high / expensive

E'ﬂ-*ﬁ c5cC>
koukou - high school

Circle three kanji you want to meet again tomorrow.

Small returns beat one perfect session.
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ACTIONS
’k big

* 3 L\ 3‘53"5 :é' (A} i-adjective

ookii - big

KE ZVb<

daigaku - university

ACTIONS

%Ef short
A VA

*E‘l‘ a' bh‘ (W) i-adjective

mijikai - short

5EER A LD A

tanjikan' - short time / brief period

ACTIONS

IJ:—[ white

E ‘l‘ l.z 5 (A i-adjective

shiroi - white

BE L3<3

shirokuro - black and white

ACTIONS

ﬁ‘ cheap; safe

f‘,\ I i-adjective

yasui - cheap

ZiD HALA

anshin' - peace of mind / relief
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Three short conversations «»

A list helps you recognize the character. A sentence helps you notice what the word is doing.

TIME & CALENDAR

A SA. ARCITEETH,

What time are you going today?

B FRINBICITEET,

I'm going at 8 a.m.

Kanji in this conversation: $H (&£ 3) - fillF (BRAL) -Fal (THA) -\ (F5L) -17< (W)

o
PLACES & DIRECTIONS
A BRIBEZTED,
Where is the station?
B CoiEzFESTCITST BTY
Go straight down this road, then it is on the right.
. o
A HOREVWTT D,
Is the exit nearby?
B v, RRosicHh £7,
Yes, it is inside the station.
Kanji in this conversation: iR (X&) - & (#5) -17< (W) & (HF) -HA (TEB) -EV (BHW) -F ()
0]
EVERYDAY ACTIONS
A SRIAZLETH.
What are you doing today?
B F%EHAT. TLEZRET,
I'll read a book and watch TV.
A o

EDEIX?

What about after that?

B REBLITIRAZBARET,

I'll eat with a friend.

Kaniji in this conversation: $H (E&£5) -fil (&I2) & (FA) -F:L (L) -R3 (#3) % (Hr) - KL (£biEb) -BRB (fcR3)
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Word families + look-alike kanji

The same kanji keeps returning inside new words. And look-alikes become easier to separate when each shape
has a familiar word attached to it.

KANJI FAMILIES LOOK-ALIKES WORTH NOTICING

EI day / sun EI . E

B (=79 Japan B&E (IKiEA) B (®)
&0 EJAT ] every day H is boxier; B has inner lines.
=]:4=] IKB&5T Sunday

)ﬁl’ study A e ]\

o

5 AEEL student A (DY) A% (IZVW3)
2% o225 school A has a longer stroke crossing inward.
K =AY X4 university

== s
= E electricity

Ea‘ Vs
TH ThAL® train K (&) * (IZA)
- Thb telephone 7 adds one short line near the root of .
EK TAZ electricity

~
L bl

N
life / birth ;S ,E
Vs

L DL student KEWV (BEEFW) R (L)
4 HAEL teacher R is & with one extra dot.
4$Fh3 5%Fh3 to be born

Small note: a few comparison kanji on this page sit outside the 112-character study set. They are included only because beginners often confuse the shapes
early.
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14-day kanji review

maore.

This is a review rhythm, not a promise that every character will be mastered in two weeks. Check a box each time
you revisit the day's set.

DAY 01 oono DAY 02 oono
— — =mAaHANEN ht+Ba T HEMF

Read the 8 kanji aloud. Cover kana; recall one word each.

DAY 03 oono DAY 04 oono
2] H #E A £ M Pale ol i O 772

Write 3 useful words from memory. Mix old + new before adding more.

DAY 05 ooo DAY 06 ooao
NB 2+ &HRK¥ A GE A A X H &

Read the 8 kanji aloud. Cover kana; recall one word each.

DAY 07 ooo DAY 08 ooao
B F 2 H OB E ESI ) SV I o N SRSl

Write 3 useful words from memory. Mix old + new before adding more.

DAY 09 ooo DAY 10 ooao
b 78 o A KK A& I fe R

Read the 8 kanji aloud. Cover kana; recall one word each.

DAY 11 ooo DAY 12 ooao
Z2 g W EE R R HE EE Mt HAERK

Write 3 useful words from memory. Mix old + new before adding more.

DAY 13 ooo DAY 14 ooao
=2 D EH KD REEIIH RS X

Read the 8 kanji aloud. Cover kana; recall one word each.

Keep going, gently. Pick 5-8 kanji, read the useful words, cover the kana, and A note on "112 N5 kaniji"

meet the characters again after a gap. You do not need to master every possible This is a practical beginner study set, not an official fixed

JLPT syllabus. Different learning resources may show

pronunciation today. different N5 kanji counts.
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