RACHEL WITH Al - JAPANESE STUDY RESOURCE

100 Chinese-Japanese
Kanji False Friends

A printable practice bank for Chinese speakers learning
Japanese. Same-looking characters can hide very different
meanings.

FiE  fmE XX i 73

ZAN A 8 M #IR

Use this PDF as a double-check list, not a memorization burden. Start with Part 1, then review
five to ten words at a time.



HOW TO USE THIS PDF

Same characters do not always mean the
same thing.

Chinese and Japanese writing share many characters, but a familiar-looking kanji word can still
mean something different in Japanese. This PDF gives you 100 traps to review as a Chinese
speaker learning Japanese.

Important note for simplified Chinese readers: some Japanese kanji match traditional
Chinese forms more closely than simplified Chinese. When helpful, the simplified form
appears in parentheses.

Meaning note: Chinese meanings focus on common Modern Standard Mandarin usage.
Regional, Cantonese, Taiwanese, classical, or specialized meanings may differ.

Suggested review loop
* Read the kaniji first. Guess the Japanese meaning before looking right.
* Say the Japanese reading out loud.
e Mark words that surprised you. Those are your real review targets.

* Turn 10 at a time into flashcards. Do not try to memorize all 100 in one sitting.

Legend
* Must-Know: classic traps that are easy to remember and easy to misuse.
* Everyday: words you may see in study, travel, reading, or daily life.
* Study/Work: useful in school, office, media, or names.

* Advanced: good dictionary-check words. Learn them slowly.
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100 CHINESE-JAPANESE KAN]JI FALSE FRIENDS

Part 1 - 20 Must-Know Traps
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Japanese
Reading

EWL&53&
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i

HULLA

Japanese Meaning

letter; written message

study; learning

sturdy; strong; healthy

okay; all right; safe

hot water; bath water; hot spring
water

floor

lover; mistress; extramarital
partner

carrot

old woman

landlord; landlady

Common Chinese Meaning

toilet paper (simplified: F4t)

reluctantly; forced; barely enough (simplified: #3%)

husband; adult man

great man; man of character

soup; broth

bed

spouse or lover, depending on region/context
(simplified: & A)

ginseng

wife, informal

everyone; expert/master



100 CHINESE-JAPANESE KANJI FALSE FRIENDS m
Part 1 - 20 Must-Know Traps
r Japanese N

Reading Japanese Meaning Common Chinese Meaning

11 LASA newspaper news (simplified: #74)

% ‘
12 .;gt FLp steam train; train car; motor vehicle
13 *n 24 % desk; table machine; opportunity (simplified form of #)
14 *‘L\ b=l I; me private; personal; selfish
15 ﬁi HAEWL teacher; doctor; respected professional Mr.; sir; polite title
16 i L3 to run to walk
17 ﬂﬁ 5T arm; skill wrist
18 E LU neck head; first; leader
19 'J\A Ut dwarf; little person petty person; morally small person
20 L Fx hindrance; nuisance; in the way evil spirit; demon

mE
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100 CHINESE-JAPANESE KANJI FALSE FRIENDS m

Part 2 - Everyday Vocabulary Traps

4 N\
Japanese

Reading Japanese Meaning Common Chinese Meaning
21 ﬁi& HULh< trouble; nuisance; annoyance confused; puzzled
Ion
22 T mental arithmetic to plot against secretl
HEE HATA p 9 y
23 %"Jﬁ »<EL promise; appointment restriction; to restrain (simplified: % )
[
24 %Eﬁ IT>%< unity; solidarity to end; finish (simplified: % &)
[
25 %E*g IFoC5 fine; quite; enough; no thanks structure (simplified: %#)
[
26 %E% IFoZF&< after all; in the end ending; outcome (simplified: % #)
[
27 *ﬁgq ITALES consideration; examination self-criticism; review of mistakes (simplified: %)
=]
28 S oS51wn changeover; taking turns explain; account for; entrust
2K -
29 DPATES nursing; caring for a sick person see a doctor; treat a patient
&=
30 I* %) ingenuity; device; clever solution time; effort; skill
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100 CHINESE-JAPANESE KAN]JI FALSE FRIENDS

Part 2 - Everyday Vocabulary Traps
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Japanese
Reading
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Japanese Meaning

postage stamp

stairs; staircase

joint; combined

convenience; accommodation

irony; sarcasm

police box

dazed; absent-minded

readiness; mental resolve

desperate; frantic

legal complaint; to sue

Items 31 to 40

N
Common Chinese Meaning

cutting one’s hand

stage; phase (simplified: H#)

contract

cheap; inexpensive

skin and flesh

taking turns; rotation

feel relieved; stop worrying

realization; awakening (simplified: % 1%)

must die; certain death

to tell; inform (simplified: &%)



100 CHINESE-JAPANESE KANJI FALSE FRIENDS
Items 41 to 50

Part 2 - Everyday Vocabulary Traps

4 N\

Japanese

Reading Japanese Meaning Common Chinese Meaning
41 m% 50 preparation; getting ready intention; purpose
42 7]—@ IF5 XA expedient; means convenient
43 jj—ﬁ IF58A direction; area toward aspect; field
44 EE?& AL RS serving a prison sentence military service
45 ;Eﬁ oL&S emergency; extraordinary very; extremely
46 ,ﬂﬂ’:} ADEA balloon sailing ship; wind-propelled boat
47 %&ﬁi ARA elaboration; expansion perfunctory; to gloss over
48 E?(él rune S to correspond to; apply to should; ought to (simplified: % %)
49 mit MLE formality; social rules format; model

rl
Ji
[f3
N

craftwork; construction; secret activity work; job

50 I{[E
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100 CHINESE-JAPANESE KANJI FALSE FRIENDS Items 51 to 60
Part 3 - Study, Work and Daily Life -

4 N\

Japanese

Reading Japanese Meaning Common Chinese Meaning
51 bull 4 historical anecdote; old story/ story
E&E proverb
52 %E HET you your honored side; formal “your side” (simplified:
)
53 1qA BAICA how many people who
54 E? [F &gl female given name beggar
55 \ accounting; financial affairs manager; to manage (simplified: £
ﬁiﬂ IFub g 9 ge (simp )
56 FﬂA Ay AY opening a meeting hold a meeting (simplified: /%)
=
57 % 5< comfort; ease happy; cheerful (simplified: )
58 g% hAT=\ solidarity to be related; to involve (simplified: i #)
59 TjﬁﬁE b &hA traditional Japanese inn; ryokan hotel (simplified: #4%)
60 ¢« h-oL Buddhist priest lawyer (simplified: &)%)
e ; e

Rachel with Al 8



100 CHINESE-JAPANESE KAN]JI FALSE FRIENDS

Part 3 - Study, Work and Daily Life
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Japanese
Reading

H<EA

=%

V&>

AWDH

Japanese Meaning

mahjong

idiot; stupid

on horseback

family name; surname

pattern; design

right before one’s eyes

shelf

counter for small animals

vote; ballot

peace

N
Common Chinese Meaning

sparrow in Mandarin

horse and deer; red deer (simplified: & /&)

immediately; right away (simplified: & L)

given name; name

appearance; look (simplified: #4#)

currently; at present

shed

counter for horses

ticket

gentle; mild



100 CHINESE-JAPANESE KANJI FALSE FRIENDS
Items 71 to 75

Part 3 - Study, Work and Daily Life

4 N\

Japanese

Reading Japanese Meaning Common Chinese Meaning
71 s TAhA previous year; last year the year before last
BU
72 LA®DS close friend relatives and friends (simplified: % &)
R
73 EEE bk blue; greenish-blue green; blue-green
74 L&S5iES information intelligence; secret information (simplified: 1 1&)
153k
75 ﬂﬁ EhA giraffe qgilin, a mythical beast
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100 CHINESE-JAPANESE KANJI FALSE FRIENDS
Items 76 to 85

Part 4 - Advanced / Dictionary-Check
Words

4 N\

J;;):dnitre‘ze Japanese Meaning Common Chinese Meaning

76 ,;4_=t7k FFun brackish water soda; soft drink

77 ;RA FwS5LA job recruitment; help wanted ask someone for help

78 J:taaﬁ L&5L&S stock-market listing enter a stage or venue (simplified: L)
79 J:$ L&59 skillful; good at to start; get started

80 EED L»<b faucet; tap Shekou, a place name in Shenzhen

81 Eﬂi% LTWw teacher and disciple junior fellow disciple (simplified: )% %)
82 :I:lEl LhA commissioned officer non-commissioned officer

83 H%%'I' bl 5 AR clock; watch timer (simplified: & 7t)

84 lj\'tu\ L&S5LA timidity; cowardice careful; be careful

85 %ﬁ L&3dWL documents; official papers book category (simplified: + %)

Rachel with Al 11



100 CHINESE-JAPANESE KANJI FALSE FRIENDS
Items 86 to 95

Part 4 - Advanced / Dictionary-Check
Words

4 N\

# Kanji J;;):dnitre‘ze Japanese Meaning Common Chinese Meaning

86 %’:ﬁ T3 3 glove; mitten handbag
87 %’E\ TZZ3 discretion; consideration; leniency palm of the hand
88 :I:E AT souvenir local product; specialty (simplified: +/*)
89 ﬂA HPULLA foreigner outsider
90 91‘5.5 AR GS) chance encounter extramarital affair
91 50 ueen consort rincess consort
FEid a P
92 :ET— BATA preservation; keeping something intact gentle; mild
miF
93 Fﬁ F< listen; ask smell; sniff (simplified: )
94 KE’ HAL complaint wording; phrase in a text
LACS traffic light; signal signal; cue (simplified: 1z %)

951

ol
din
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100 CHINESE-JAPANESE KANJI FALSE FRIENDS
Items 96 to 100

Part 4 - Advanced / Dictionary-Check
Words

4 N\

# Kanji J:epaad'}ﬁze Japanese Meaning Common Chinese Meaning

96 = LwS5L& address residence; dwelling; domicile
PR :

97 I:FE 505 secondhand; used item the Middle Ages

08  wirapepag Z5e5hoC5 high school institution of higher learning (simplified: & % %)
=T ER

99 5§Z€ phi= yukata; light summer kimono bathrobe

100 E# TAL LS ceiling courtyard; atrium
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MI

Can you catch the trap?

NI QUIZ

Cover the answer key first. Choose the Japanese meaning, not the Chinese meaning.

Rachel with Al

Fil

In Japanese, does this mean “letter” or “toilet
paper”?

~
N = |

on

In Japanese, is this “hot water” or “soup”?

HIR

In Japanese, is this “promise” or “restriction”?

i34

In Japanese, is this “stairs” or “stage/phase”?

F

In Japanese, is this “gloves” or “handbag”?

find

In Japanese, does this mean “study” or
“reluctantly”?

AR

In Japanese, is this “landlord” or “everyone”?

EE
In Japanese, is this “mental arithmetic” or
“secret plot”?

-l

In Japanese, is this “on horseback” or
“immediately”?

x

In Japanese, is this “ceiling” or “courtyard”?
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ANSWER KEY + Al PROMPT

Check your answers and find more traps.

Answer key

L. %Ei'ﬁﬁ - letter
2. 38 - study
3.

# - hot water

4. K - landlord

3. fﬁ"]?ﬁ - promise

6. BEH - mental arithmetic
7. FEER - stairs

8. E L - on horseback
= gloves

10. X H - ceiling
Copy this prompt

I'm a Chinese speaker learning Japanese. Give me 10 kanji or kanji compounds that look identical in
Chinese and Japanese but have a different meaning in each language. For each one, give the kanji,

the Japanese reading, the Japanese meaning, and the Chinese meaning. Skip any example you're not
confident is accurate.

Tip: use Al to discover candidates, then verify each one with a Japanese dictionary and a
Chinese dictionary before adding it to your study list.

Rachel with Al
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KEEP LEARNING
Turn this list into real memory.

False friends are memorable only after you test yourself. Pick 10 words, hide the meanings, and
recall the Japanese reading and meaning from memory.

Read the full guide:
https://rachelwithai.com/chinese-vs-japanese-writing/

Make flashcards from this list:
https://rachelwithai.com/free-quizlet-alternative/

Source and accuracy note

This study PDF was compiled from common learner examples and checked against Chinese-Japanese false-friend
references, including Wiktionary's Appendix: False friends between Chinese and Japanese and Carl Gene Fordham's
“35 Common False Friends in Chinese and Japanese.” Translations are intentionally short for review; dictionary
entries can contain additional meanings and regional usage.

Rachel with Al
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