JLPT N5-N4
I-Adjectives Study Table

A clean beginner-to-lower-intermediate Japanese i-adjective list with readings, meanings, negative forms, past forms, example
sentences, and common mistakes.

N5 + N4 No clutter Notion-ready Key Kanji Reading Common mistakes included

JLPT N5-N4 I-Adjectives Study Table Rachel with Al



How I-Adjectives Work

The basic idea

I-adjectives usually end in L. To conjugate them, remove the final LY and add the new

ending.
Form
Before a noun
Negative
Past
Past negative
Te-form

Adverb form

How I-Adjectives Work

Rule

Use the adjective directly

Remove L\ + < 72 L)

Remove L\ + i* o 7=

Remove W\ + < BH o 7=

Remove LV + < T

Remove L + <

Example

=Ll

L > ECRW

BuL->Ehor

BUW->ElahoTe

BL->&’m<T

Fu->52<

Do not add #

I-adjectives modify nouns directly. This is different from na-adjectives.

Correct Wrong Meaning
E=ARIN =L a high mountain
FLWE FLLWARE anew car
DHULLVE HHULWARE a cute cat

Source note

This is a practical learner-friendly study list. JLPT does not publish an official vocabulary checklist for the
current test, so use this as a study resource rather than an official exam list.



NS I-Adjectives - Part 1

Word
AEW

INTLY

LWL/ &n
=

20

2

EN
A=W
BEHW
mLw
LW
&L

ZLW

Reading

BHEL

50TV

fehn

SRS

Hr=s5L W

B0

VLY / &

H3L

HDL

HDL

TTL

2V

Hizt=hL

gLV

TTFHMLV

rELL

rELw

v

B5H0

Romaji

ookii

chiisai

takai

yasui

atarashii

furui

ii / yoi

warui

atsui

atsui

samui

tsumetai

atatakai

suzushii

muzukashii

yasashii

yasashii

tooi

chikai

Meaning

big / large

small

high / expensive

cheap

new

old

good

bad

hot (weather)

hot (thing)

cold (weather)

cold (thing / touch)

warm

cool / refreshing

difficult

easy / simple

kind / gentle

far

near / close

Before Noun

Z VAR

FLLWE

AR

AAFS-

EARD S

=1al=

BOBE

BU&

BTz LK

BEH,WVH

RLWK

#HLOWTX N

% L UL\

BLWLWA

=GR

VR

Negative

RELAHEL

INE 70

=< AW

Z <R

FLLARW

R

K<V

BBV

2<LB0

R0

BAW

A<

BEh< 7m0

mL<BW

L <AV

L <R

BLLAEW

=LAV

< 7R

Past

RKEHh-o7:

NS o7z

ah ol

Zh otz

FLh T

th ok

fh ot

Ehofkc

2h-ol:

Bh o7z

Eh o7z

mleh o7z

EHhh o1

HELh ol

HLHok

ZLh-oT:

BLhof

=m=h ol

Eh ot



NS I-Adjectives - Part 2

Word

E3 A
Hu

FL
tLw
LW
=1
DELHHEL
E=A

g0

Reading

FIW

HEL

=10

Wzh L

=D LWy

LW

2FEL5HEV

ALY

ALV

[Z5da

[FP L

BEWL

[3=3n

2FWL

HHn

HHEW

Lan

<30

E30

Romaji

mazui

amai

karai

isogashii

tanoshii

omoshiroi

tsumaranai

nagai

mijikai

hayai

hayai

0s0i

hiroi

semai

akai

aoi

shiroi

kuroi

marui

Meaning

bad-tasting

sweet

spicy / hot

busy

fun / enjoyable

interesting / funny

boring

long

short

early

fast

late / slow

wide / spacious

narrow / small

red

blue

white

black

round

Before Noun

FILVREE

Huwr—=+

FEWAL—

TtLW—H

L L\BERS

[z = YT

DESHVE

RWEE

5 U\

FLVH

U

U\

[EWERE

BRVERE

FRWE

FuzE

BHULE

FUAR

HnF—T I

Negative

F9<AL

H<ARW

FLRW

TEL <AL

ELLARL

[T =R N0

DELHBLHEWV

B<RBV

2 <780

BLAw

AL

BV

[R< 720

AL

R 7AW

F W

B< AW

2w

PRGN A

Past

FIh o

Hh o7z

FEhoLk

tLh o7

RLh ot

mAH -7

DELBRH oL

Ehofc

SNy

Bhotk

Eh ot

Eh ol

INSY

Th ot

T o7

Eh otz

Bh o7z

Ehot:

An o7z



N4 |-Adjectives - Part 1

Word
B
BELY
mLw
L Ly
HLw
A
ZLu
RIES L L
(039
B3Lwn
sHrLV
55T
HLwW
FELL
&L
A

E L

N4 |-Adjectives 1-17

Reading

Ww7zuy

RETVL

TTLWV

ULV

<BLWL

ZEHML

HIF5LV

FIESLWL

Ve

bEasLWL

sHMLVL

55T

L7zl w

<hLw

HETW

/3\7(.7\\1\

ay=a

Romaji

itai

nemui

sabishii

kibishii

kurushii

komakai

mezurashii

subarashii

hidoi

osoroshii

okashii

urusai

shitashii

kuwashii

asai

fukai

katai

Meaning

painful / sore

sleepy

lonely

strict / severe

painful / agonizing

fine / detailed

rare / unusual

wonderful

terrible / awful

frightening

funny / strange

noisy / annoying

close / intimate

detailed / knowledgeable

shallow

deep

hard / solid

Before Noun

BULE

BRU\BF

mMLW&K

B LWLWEE

=L ULVIRER

mhruness

BLLWE

RIES LWE

VDV

B3 LWVEE

EHLVEE

S53TVE

HLukE

LWL

EWII

A

BW\a

Negative

B0

< W

L <L

L <70

LRV

HH <L

ZLLBW

RIES L <AL

VLR

B3 LL<ARW

BHLLBEV

53T RN

BLL<AEW

FLLBRW

EL< AW

i AN A

< 72 L)

Past

mh o7

Rh o7z

BLHo7

BLhoT

ELh ot

MhH o7

BLholk

EESLH 0T

vEh o1

B3 Lh ol

BHhLhoTe

S53Eh ok

RBLhot

FHLhoT

Ao

Eh ot

BEh o7z



N4 |-Adjectives - Part 2

Word
F£5HW0
gL
BLL
E={n
FRL
550
B
A
B3\
A
BW
ELW
ALV
L
%0
A

oLy

N4 |-Adjectives 18-34

Reading

PHo5hu

FgmLun

ShLw

HHn

2&L

Exelal

HhB 0

BHL

HHBdW

<B0

Flan

ezl W

hEL L

Zhwn

BBV

ERGAN

AN=Ful AT

Romaji

yawarakai

hazukashii

ureshii

wakai

tsuyoi

yowai

karui

omoi

akarui

kurai

kitanai

tadashii

kanashii

kowai

ooi

sukunai

kakkoii

Meaning

soft

embarrassing / shy

happy / glad

young

strong

weak

light

heavy

bright / cheerful

dark / gloomy

dirty

correct / right

sad

scary / afraid

many / much

few / little

cool / good-looking

Before Noun

45N AVAY

BehLWE

ELWAISE

E={AVN

BRUVE

55U\

BU\EY

BUE

B3 W2

FELvE

BVERE

ELWEX

BLWVEE

L \BRE

NAE4N

AL

o> LVWVA

Negative

F5HM AL
Bygh L < L
EL< B
EH<BRW
<RV

g5 < 2L
RV
BAW
B33 < 70
BE< Ay

75 <720
ELL<AW
AELLAW
< W
EAEAN
D <73 W

Mo LKL RW

Past

R5hH 0T

ReyhrLh o7z

ELH o

Eh ot

M o7z

gh ot

BqhH ot

Ehof

Bah o7

BN o T

Eh o

ELNo7

ELDh o7

Hh o7z

Zh ot

Dirh otz

Mol Eh o



Learn with Example Sentences 1-10

Use this section for flashcards. Put the Japanese sentence on the front, then review the key kanji reading and English meaning on the back.

No. Word
1 REW
2 INEWL
3 [=1a
4 zZL
5 wLWL
6 B
7 (A0
8 EZu
9 =1
10 #u

Example Sentences 1-10

Example JP
CORIFKEVTT,
ZORIFNETVT IR,
BARORMIETEWNT,
CDANVIEEN 21T,
FLLWHZEWE LT
HWEAERDIFE LT
SHIBVVWRRTY,
FERIIRSNBN 5T,
SEDERETHBWVTY,

COBERIFANTT,

Key Kanji Reading

R (WZ)

A (L&)

BE (21EA) - &Y ({£Ho)

# (<2) ‘B> (»3)

X (FA) - RBDF3 (#2153)

SH (84&3) - XK (TAT)

EH (203) - XK (TAE)

SE (Crl) -2 (BD)

X (Bb*®)

Example EN

This house is big.

That dog is small, isn't it?
Japanese fruit is expensive.
This bag was cheap.

I bought new shoes.

| found an old book.

The weather is good today.

The weather was bad yesterday.
This year's summer is very hot.

This tea is hot.



Learn with Example Sentences 11-20

No.  Word
1 En

2 A=W

3 BEHN

4 ELL

5 LW

6 L0

7 BZLu

8 =L

9 by A

10 ZEkLW

Example Sentences 11-20

Example JP

ZFEVTY,

KHBT=ZWT T,

HIFEHIWVWTT,
RIFELD21TY,
BARZEOT A MIFEL<BVWTT,
COfEEIFHZ LWVWTY,
FEFETHELWVTY,
RIFSTHBENTY,
RTILIFERISEWT S,

COT—FIFEELWVTT,

Key Kanji Reading

£ (36)

K (A7)

& (33)

®’ (&£3)

BAGE (CIEAD)

B (bATEWL)

HE (BAEW)

R (&)

R (z®)

Example EN

Winter is cold.

The water is cold.

Spring is warm.

The evening was cool.

The Japanese test is not difficult.
This question is easy.

The teacher is very kind.

The station is far from here.

The hotel is close to the station.

This cake is delicious.



Learn with Example Sentences 21-30

No.  Word
1 FT0
2 Hu
30 FEW
4 LW
5 Ef=1a
6 fELL
7 L
8 B\
9 2u
10 R

Example Sentences 21-30

Example JP
CORIBIFET<CBRVTT,
CDTa—RIFHWTT,

HL—IEFEHL 27T

N=T1—IFELD>7TIh,

COREISERWVT Y,

SEIEFETHIELN ST,

KDFEIFRVTT,

BOEIZEWNTT,

BNEWVTY,

COEIFEVNT T,

Key Kanji Reading

B2 (D &50)

BRE (VLAY

58 (ZALwD)

® () -5E (F=L)

® (hh) - £ (DH)

# (B

B (K3%)

Example EN

This dish does not taste bad.
This juice is sweet.

The curry was spicy.

Was the party fun?

This movie is interesting.

| was very busy this week.
His story is long.

His hair is short.

The morning is early.

This car is fast.



Learn with Example Sentences 31-40

No.  Word
1 fBL
2 AR LY
3 ML
4 FLW
5 =LV
6 au
7 Bu
8 3L
9 B0
10 i

Example Sentences 31-40

Example JP

BEMNEVTT,
FERHEDETVWALDOTEWVTT,
—ATECORIDPLERLWVWTT,
WEFO>Ea—2—IZFELWTT,
TLEY R ZH5-TIELWVWTT,
BIFEBEVNTT,
CDFIFEVTTY,
COEEIFFHBZWTT,

HEHLFED 27T,

C OBREFHE < BV T Y,

Key Kanji Reading

B (BRH)

MR (T<P) -8B (h3)

—A (b)) - FE (FT)

® (1)

® (1)

| (Fx2)

HE (A¥)

BE (AP)

BRE (WA

Example EN

My stomach hurts.

| am sleepy because | did not sleep much last night.
Living alone is a little lonely.

He is knowledgeable about computers.

I am glad to receive a present.

He is still young.

This box is heavy.

This roomis bright.

The room was dirty.

This movie is not scary.

10



Common |-Adjective Mistakes

These are the mistakes beginners often make when they learn i-adjective conjugation.

Mistake

Using % with i-adjectives before
nouns

Conjugating L\ like a regular i-
adjective

Treating E1L) as an i-adjective
Treating @&\ as an i-adjective
Mixing up M LI\LY and ELY

Forgetting the difference between
ZULYand #L

Forgetting the difference between
U and B7L)

Using % \\ directly before a noun
too freely

Using 2% L\ directly before a noun
too freely

Dropping L\ before T

Common I-Adjective Mistakes

Wrong

Sl

WAL/ WhoTfe

VAL

AR A

HMHLLLE RN

BVE

E=AVI

ZUA

Correct

=L

FLBW/ & ot

FINLL» N
BLL AW

HHn< 7R

EVE

BT=LIK

ABEWV/ZLDA

ABD7R L

BVWTY

Why it matters

l-adjectives connect to nouns directly. Do not add 7.

Use & L) for conjugation: &K< AW, Eho7e, K< Ao 7.

TN\ is a na-adjective, even though it ends in an L\ sound.

%\ is also a na-adjective.

ML is a true i-adjective. ALV is not.

Use 2L\ for weather. Use Z2\\ for hot things like tea.

Use Z\\ for weather/air. Use /57 L\ for objects or touch.

%\ often sounds more natural as AHh'% L) or Z < DA

D732 L) often works better in a sentence pattern like AV 720N,

Keep the full i-adjective before T9.

11



Tricky I-Adjectives + Notion Setup

Word

LWL/ &

oLy

HHuL

Fnu

Tricky Words + Notion Setup

Remember This

Irregular. Negative is & < 72\, pastis &H' >
.

Follows WL: o C K <RV, Ao LD o 7.

Regular i-adjective: B WL <2 W, BMHO LA D
.

Not an i-adjective. It is a na-adjective: F 1LV
T, SV i,

Not an i-adjective. It is a na-adjective: BELVA R
AR, BENC R 2R

Often more natural as AHD'Z L or £ < DA,
not Z L\ A in basic contexts.

Often more natural as AHY2 72 0Y, not 27 L
A in basic contexts.

3-Step Study Method

1. Learn the word alone
=\ = expensive / high

2. Learn it before a noun
= U\ = a high mountain

3. Learn it in a sentence
CDNYTIFEWTY, = This bagis expensive.

Recommended Notion fields

Field Use

Word Main Japanese word

Reading Kana reading

Romaji Pronunciation support

Meaning Natural English meaning

Negative Casual negative form

Past Casual past form

Example JP Japanese sentence

Key Kanji Reading Only hard readings from the sentence
Example EN Natural translation

Status New / Learning / Review / Mastered
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